TI-IE  URBAH  DISTRICT  COUNCIL-  OF  CTOIBRAN 


ARIU.IL  REPORT 
Of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  year  ending  December  31st 
1944. 


OmffiRAH. 

November > 1945. 

TO.  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Cwmbran. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Ahnual  Report  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  your  Ldatriot,  It  is  drawn 
up  according  to  the  directions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


ST/lTISTICS-;:.TD  social  conditions 

M •'«  f •«  Mi  M MCrv  M ^ M ««  «M» 


Area  ( in  acres) ... 

5,850 

Registrar-Coneral’s  estimate  of  resident 

population,  mld-1944  • • • • • • 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of 

• • • 

1944) 

11,610 

according  to  the  Rate  Books 

• • • 

2,966 

Rateable  Value  ...  ... 

• • • 

41,979 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  .. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

• • • 

£157 

The  inhabitants  of  the  district  are 
mainly  engaged  in  local  industries,  comprising  chiefly 
Iron  and  Steel,  Engineering,  Aeroplane Components,  Tin-Plate, 
Bricks  and  Biscuit  Manufacture, 


YIL\L  STATISTICS 


Total. 

Male. 

Female 

LIVE  BIRTHS  - Legitimate  ...  ... 

240 

135 

105 

Illegitimate  . . • 

5 

4 

1 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

Estimated  Resident  Population 

...  ... 

21.1. 

Birth  Rate  of  England  and  Wales 

1944  . . . 

17.6. 

Total, 

Male. 

Female 

STILL  BIRTHS 

10 

5. 

5 

Rato  per  1,000  of  Estimated  Population 

0.86. 
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Total, 

Male  • 

Female 

DEATHS  ...  ...  ..« 

...  127 

76 

51 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 

the  estimated 

- 

Resident  Population., 
ditto  ditto 

• • » • • » 

lo;9 

llol 

Death  Rate  for  England 
MATERNAL 

and  Vifalos  1944 
MORTALITY 

11,6 

There  were  no  Deaths  form  Puerperal  Causes, 
JMmTlIM  MORTALITY 


Eleven  Infants  died  under  the  Age  of  one  year. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  imdor  one  year  of  age  - 
All  Infants  per  1,000  Lire  Birtiis  ».•  ...  ...  44,9 

Legitimate  Jiii'ants  per  ijOOO  Live  Births  ,,  45*8 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1^000  Illegitimate 

Live  Births ...  , . * ...  , • • NIL 


Deaths  from  Cancer  - (All  Ages)! 

Measles  - (All  Ages). 
Whooping  Cough- (All  Ages) , 

Diarrhoea-  (under  S years).. 


0. 

0, 


There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality. 


CAUSES'  OF  SICKNESS 


The  incidence  of  Sickness  was  fairly  normal  during  the 
year,  but  Overcrowding  due  to  Housing  shortage,  and  continued 
residence  of  some  evacuees  caused  scabies  and  kindred  ailments 
to  be  very  prevalent. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  TEIE 

.ALFA.,  


1,  (i)  Public  Health  Officers,  The  Staff  consists  of:- 

(a)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (a  part-time  office). 

The  duties  comprise  attending  Meetings  of  tho  Public  Health 
Committee  of  the  Council,  and  advising  on  matters  of  Public 
Health. 

(b)  The  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  also  carries  Out  tho 
duties  of  Mousing  Inspector  and  Inspector  of  Foods.  He  holds 
the  Oortifioato  of  tho  Sanitary  Institute  and  his  duties  are 
laid  down  in  tho  Sanitary  Order,  19S6, 

S.  Laboratory  Facilities  - Clinical  material  is  examined, 
and  water,  milk  and  foodstuffs  analysed  at  the  Couty  Laboratory, 
Newport,  Full  advantage  is  takon  of  this  facility. 
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3*  Home  Nursing  - The  Nursing  Assoeiationy  which  is 
affiliated  with  Mon^  Nursing  Asscoiatioup  is  in  a strong 
position  and  well  supported  by  the  people  of  the  district, 
^ Excellent  nursing  service  is  rendered  by  two  capable  and 

efficient  Nurses, 

4,  We  have  our  own  Ambulance,  which  is  available 
(free)  to  all  residents  in  the  district,  and  also  to 
people  living  oiltside  who  are  connected  with  the  w orks 
in  the  district; 

There  is  a full*-time  Driver. 

5,  Treatment  and  Clinic  Centres  - A maternity  and 
child  welfare  clinic  is  held  onco  a week  in  the  district. 
School  Clinics  are  hold  in  Newport*  under  the  control  of 
the  County  Council,  whore  treatment  is  provided  for 
children  suffering  from  enlarged  tonsils,  defective  ' ’ 
eyesight,  defective  teethy  orthopaedic  conditions  eto. 

The  Tuberculosis  Clinic,  is  held  at  Palmyra  Place, 

Nevjpor'c-a 

6,  Hospitals  - The  distriefis  well  catered  for’ by 
three  G-eneral  Hospitals  just  ou^^lde  its  boundaries* 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  admitted  to  Isolation 
Hospitals  in  the  County  whenever  necessary, 

SANITAPY  CIROUMS  TANGES  OF  TIiH  AREA 


(i)  Th@'* water  supply  is  from  your  own  Reservoir’ and 
augmented  by  supplies  from  the  Newport  Corporation, 

The  former  is  chemically  treated,  filtered  and  chlorinated 
before  distribution, 

Tho  degree  “of  hardness,  Clarke’s  Scale,  is  Permanent  5,50. 
Temporary  % Q» 

A reoent  Analj^sis  of  a sample  stated  that  chemically  and 
baoterio.logioal.ly  the  water  was  satisfactory, 

TJ-voro  ore  still  isolatod  houses  in  tho  area  which 
derive  their  v/ator  supply  from  wells o Samples  are 
periodically  taken,  and  subjected  to  bacteriological 
examination. 

The  water  supply  for  the  year  w^s  generally 
adequate,  except  for  certain  Co^uioil  Houses  situated  on 
nn  elevated  site  in  tho  district.  Steps  wore  taken  to 
remedy  this  fault  which  should  be  abolished  in  the  new 
year. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage  - Tho  question  of  the 
laying  and  connecting  up  of  Subsidiary  Sewers  in  tho 
area  has  been  delayed,  but  will  bo  commonoed  as  soon  as 
praoticablo, 

(Hi)  Rivers  and  Streams  - Tho  district  nOw  being 
provided  with  an  efficient  sewerage  system,  the  rivers  and 
streams  are  becoming  free  from  gross  pollution. 

(iv)  Tho  Council  carry  out  the  collection  of  refuse  by 
moans  of  a covorod  lorry  or  freighter,  and  the  disposal 
is  as  before,  viz,,  tipping  in  waste  areas. 


3- 


' .rlj'i;; 

, .3.:  ■»  i. . 

.t:!oCIec  ■ ^ 


>v  '.I  p ■ , * 

• .'  ■ 9‘f' 

ei  ' 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION 

^ Tlio  nuiabor  of  inspoctions  made  during  1944  was  310, 

TncsG  oonGistod  of  inspections  for  darap,  structural 
dofoots  and  conditions  arising  from  overcrowding* 

Tho  number  of  informal  noticos  served  was  91. 

Those  notices  wore  in  most  cases  followed  by  tho 
carrying  out  of  tho  nocossary  repairs. 

No  action  was  taken  during  tho  year  under  tho 
provisions  of  tho  Shops  Act,  1934. 

mmumQ  baths  or  pools' 


There  are  no  publicly  or  privately  owned  swimming 
baths  or  pools  in  your  area. 


ERADICATION  OE  BED  HJOS 
Infested  Houses  : 

a.  Council  Houses  .,,.6  Disinf cstod, . . .6. 

b.  Other  liousos  ,..13  Disinf  ostod. . .15, 

Tho  method  omp.Loyod  for  disinfestation,  vermiceno 
spray, 

SCHOOLS 

The  water  supply  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
public  elomentary  schools  situated  in  your  district 
are  generally  satisfactory. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  close  the  schools 
during  tho  year  on  account  of  infectious  diseases. 

EACTORIES,  V\T0RKSH0PS  & BAKEHOUSES 


There  are  in  your  district  13  Eaotorios,  11  Bakehouses, 
and  31  workshops  making  a total  of  55  registered  workshops. 

128  inspections' of  those  Registered  V/orkshops  were 
made  during  the  year. 


Sanitary  dofoots  found  18. 

Defects  remedied 14, 

Informal  Notices  Served 9, 

o.g.Lack  of  Limov\/ashing 2. 

Want  of  Cleanliness 4. 


Defective  Closet  Acoorinraodation, 3. 

In  each  case  Informal  Notices  were  complied  with. 
No  Statutory  Action  was  found  necessary. 
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REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  V^ITHOJT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAX  NOTICE 

Number  of  dofeotivo  (?jA,'Glling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by' the' Loca  1 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  110, 

ACTION  UlTDER  STATOTORY  POVJERS 

A - Proceedings  under  sections  9,10.  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936 

(i)  Niunber  of  d\, 'oiling  housos  in  respect  of  which 
Notices  vjere  served  requiring  repairs  59. 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  wore  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  - 

(a)  By  owners  ...  31, 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Owners •— 

B - Pfocoedings  under  Public  Health  Aots:- 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  Notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  23. 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  ' 
wore  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  - 

(a)  By  owners  . . , ' 14. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  ih  default 

of  owners  , . 

0 - Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Aot,  1936 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  housos  in  respect  of  which 


demolition  orders  wore  made  ...Nil, 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  demolition  orders ....Nil, 


D - Proceedings  under  Sections  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 

(!)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 
made  .Nil. 


(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  wore 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit ..Nil, 


XTSPEG  TION  AND ' SUPERVISION ' OF  FOOD 


(a)  Milk  Supply  ~ Inspection  of  cowsheds  and 
dairies  in  rhe  di.  'lcict  v.^.re  carriu-d  out  in  accordance 
with  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  1926,  and-' the  Milk 
( Special.  Designation)  Order  1923  and  1936, 

The  conditions  of  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  are  on  the  whole 
satisfactory.  Defects  pointed  out  were  rectified  by  the 
owners  or  occupiers.  Samples  of  milk  are  taken  from  time 
to  time  and  are  mainly  satisfactory. 
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(b)ChGmical  and  Bacteriological  exarainations  of 
Food  - Laboratories  of  the  County  Council  carry  out 
this  work, 

) UNSOUND  F003DSTUFFS 

All  foodahops  ho.ve  been  periodically  inspected 
during  the  year. 

The  follcv\/ing  unsound  foodstuffs  have  been 
surrendered  and  dovSt.roycda  « 


46 

Tins 

of 

Milk. 

18 

vr 

of 

Moat . 

31 

’y 

cf 

Finho  ■ 

86 

Lbs 

of 

Butter, 

leo 

Lbs 

cf 

Meat, 

60 

Lbs 

of 

Moat  Offals 

PREVALENCE  OJ’  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES. 


DIPHTHERIA  - Not  a single  caso  was  notified  during  the 
year. 

Despite  propaganda,  the  response  to  immunisation 
has  been  disappol. nejug,  but  thanks  to  out  early  school 
immunisations  orrcra-ciicod  in  1935,  Diphtheria  cases  have 
been  very  few  In  rooont  years.  School  immunisation  is 
being  foilewod  up, 

MEAA'LES  AND  lTHCu}?r';'C  GOUGH  - 3 and  4 cases  rosopetivoly 
were  no'bific;!,  ...-•..'.1  were  treated  at  home  as  were  the 
Scarlet  IcvryL’  crLse::  ulii'.ci  were  all  of  a very  mild  type, 

TUBSRCUDOSl.S  - No  caso  in  our  district  has 'required  to 
take  advantag...  ot  pHij  ;io»/v  allowance  scheme, 

VENEREiEL  DISEA.8S  - Such  cases  brought  to  my  notice  have 
been  singularly  few  and  no  more  than  in  previous  years. 

HEAD  LICE  - Active  Stops  have  been  taken  under  the 
appropriate  Health  Act  to  compel  a certain  few  to  have 
disinfestation  carried  out, 

SCABIES  - This  condition  has  boon  very  prevalent  and 
several  children  have  been  sent  to  special  hostels  for 
treatement. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING 

THE  YE/dP.  1944 


DISEASE.  Total  Cases 

Notified, 

Cases  Admitted 
into.  Hospital, 

Total 

Deaths, 

Small  Fox  , . . ...  - 

iim 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  38 

4 

Diphtheria,,.  ,.. 

- 

- 

Enteric  Fever 
{ including  Paratyphoid) - 

•ii* 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

•i^ 

- 

Pneumonia  . , . , . , 37 

- 

4 

Erysipelas 
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AGE  GROUP  /iUALYSIS 


Undof"  ' Over 

l.Yr,l-  2.3.  4,  5/10  10/l5  15/SO  SO/35  35/45  45/60  60, 


l,Scarlot  * ■ 

Eovor  -1-5  - 13  13  6 

3*Diph.tiiGria  <m  m ^ m m « m .. 

3c Pneumonia  5 q m*  X3  ••  ••  11  4 

4gSrh?Y0ipQlcis  .•  « 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Now  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1944, 


NESf7  OASES. 

DEATHS 

■ 

Ago 

Periods, 

Respiratory 
Malo  Foraalo 

Non  - 

Respiratory 
Male  Fomalo 

Respiratory 
Malo  Female 

Non- 

Rospiratory, 
Malo . Fomalo 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

20 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

25 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

35 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

55 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

65  and 

Upwards, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

9 

5 

2 



2 

4 

3 

0 

1 

All  Imown  cases  were  notified. 

I ojii,  Ladies  and  Gontlomon, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


JAMES  FLEMING, 
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